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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 
23 rd , 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wood, Jr., US Patent 6,466,771 B2 (hereafter referenced as Wood). 

Regarding Claim 1, 5, and 11, Wood teaches a circuit, this circuit being provided 
for a communication partner appliance that is designed for contact less communication 
and as a data carrier, this communication partner appliance being provided for a 
communication system with at least one further communication partner appliance, in 
which circuit a first communication mode or a second communication mode can be 
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activated (see Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4), and which circuit has the means 
listed below: "activators for activating the first communication mode or the second 
communication mode" (Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4). Wood also teaches 
"reception means for receiving a carrier signal that is transmitted by the at least one 
further communication partner appliance" (see Column 7 lines 65-67, Column 8 lines 1- 
29, and Figure 4). Wood also teaches "detectors for detecting the presence of the 
received carrier signal, these detectors transmitting a carrier signal present signal in the 
event that the carrier signal is present, and otherwise transmitting a carrier signal not- 
present signal as a consequence of a missing carrier signal" (see Column 8 lines 29-42 
and Figure 4). The Examiner firmly submits that it is inherent and well known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art for transponder 16 to internally within the circuit "transmit a 
carrier signal present signal in the event that the carrier signal is present, and otherwise 
transmit a carrier signal not-present signal as a consequence of a missing carrier signal" 
when internally within the circuit of transponder 16 switching between active and 
passive modes. Wood also teaches "command signal recognition means tor 
recognizing a command signal that can be transmitted with the aid of the carrier signal 
and for generating and transmitting, within the circuit of the communication partner 
appliance, a command-end signal that represents the end of the transmitted command 
signal" (see Column 7 lines 65-67, Column 8 lines 1-29, and Column 9 lines 22-40). 
"Command-end signal that represents the end of the transmitted command signal" 
clearly reads on the transmitted reply from the transponder which consists of the 
preamble, Barker or start code, followed by actual data. This is sent after the 
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interrogator has finished, or "ended" transmitting the "command signal." Wood also 
teaches "a first activation signal can be transmitted when the carrier signal present 
signal is present, and otherwise a second activation signal can be transmitted, with 
which first activation signal the circuit can be brought into the first communication mode 
with the aid of the activators, and with which second activation signal the circuit can be 
brought into the second communication mode with the aid of the activators" (see 
Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4). The Examiner firmly submits that it is inherent and 
well known to one of ordinary skill in the art for transponder 1 6 to internally within the 
circuit "transmit a first activation signal when the carrier signal present signal is present, 
and otherwise transmit a second activation signal" when internally within the circuit of 
transponder 16 there is switching between active and passive modes. It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Wood so that after the occurrence of the command-end signal at a given 
measurement point in time, there are determination means to determine whether the 
carrier signal present signal is present, for the purpose of increasing the functionality 
and versatility of the interrogator 26 and transponder 16 RFID system of Wood by 
incorporating another determination/detection means for detecting the carrier signal 
present signal after a given measurement point in time. 

Regarding Claim 2, Wood teaches, "wherein the activators are designed to 
activate a passive communication mode as the first communication mode as the first 
communication mode and an active communication mode as the second 
communication mode wherein in the case of the active communication mode a power 
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supply for the circuit is provided that is independent of the carrier signal and in the case 
of the passive communication mode a power supply for the circuit is provided that is 
dependent on the carrier signal" (see Figure 4, Column 6 lines 41-46, and Column 8 
lines 29-41). 

Regarding Claim 3, Wood teaches "wherein a battery or accumulator is provided 
for the independent power supply" (see Figure 1 element # 18). 

Regarding Claim 4, Wood teaches "a communication partner appliance that is 
designed as a data carrier and is equipped with a circuit" (see Figure 1 and Column 4 
lines 1-36). 

Regarding Claim 6, Wood teaches "wherein the arranging means are designed 
for the optional arrangement of an active communication mode or a passive 
communication mode, in which active communication mode the further communication 
partner appliance has a power supply that is independent of the carrier signal, and in 
which passive communication mode the further communication partner appliance has a 
power supply that is dependent on the carrier signal" (see Figure 4, Column 6 lines 41- 
46, and Column 8 lines 29-41). 

Regarding Claim 7, Wood teaches "wherein energy source recognition means 
are provided, these energy source recognition means being adapted to recognize an 
energy source for supplying power to the circuit, and with which energy source 
recognition means an energy source recognition signal can be transmitted depending 
on the energy source that has been recognized, and wherein the arranging means are 
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designed to arrange the communication mode depending on the energy source 
recognition signal" (see Figure 4, Column 6 lines 41-46, and Column 8 lines 29-41). 

Regarding Claim 8, Wood teaches "wherein response signal detectors are 
provided, for detecting a response signal transmitted by the further communication 
partner appliance, in the course of which detection a change-over signal an be 
generated, and wherein the arranging means are designed to automatically arrange the 
communication mode depending on the change-over signal that has been generated" 
(see column 7 lines 65-67, column 8 lines 1-41, column 8 lines 54-67, and column 12 
lines 44-67). 

Regarding Claim 9, Wood teaches "wherein influencing means are provided for 
influencing a signal strength of carrier signal depending on the arranged communication 
mode" (see column 7 lines 65-67 and column 8 lines 1-28). 

Regarding Claim 10, Wood teaches "a communication partner appliance that is 
designed as a communication station and is equipped with a circuit" (see Figure 4). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed July 23, 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Examiner respectfully submits that Wood teaches a circuit, this 
circuit being provided for a communication partner appliance that is designed for contact 
less communication and as a data carrier, this communication partner appliance being 
provided for a communication system with at least one further communication partner 
appliance, in which circuit a first communication mode or a second communication 
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mode can be activated (see Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4), and which circuit has 
the means listed below: "activators for activating the first communication mode or the 
second communication mode" (Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4). Wood also teaches 
"reception means for receiving a carrier signal that is transmitted by the at least one 
further communication partner appliance" (see Column 7 lines 65-67, Column 8 lines 1- 
29, and Figure 4). Wood also teaches "detectors for detecting the presence of the 
received carrier signal, these detectors transmitting a carrier signal present signal in the 
event that the carrier signal is present, and otherwise transmitting a carrier signal not- 
present signal as a consequence of a missing carrier signal" (see Column 8 lines 29-42 
and Figure 4). The Examiner firmly submits that it is inherent and well known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art for transponder 16 to internally within the circuit "transmit a 
carrier signal present signal in the event that the carrier signal is present, and otherwise 
transmit a carrier signal not-present signal as a consequence of a missing carrier signal" 
when internally within the circuit of transponder 16 switching between active and 
passive modes. Wood also teaches "command signal recognition means tor 
recognizing a command signal that can be transmitted with the aid of the carrier signal 
and for generating and transmitting, within the circuit of the communication partner 
appliance, a command-end signal that represents the end of the transmitted command 
signal" (see Column 7 lines 65-67, Column 8 lines 1-29, and Column 9 lines 22-40). 
"Command-end signal that represents the end of the transmitted command signal" 
clearly reads on the transmitted reply from the transponder which consists of the 
preamble, Barker or start code, followed by actual data. This is sent after the 
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interrogator has finished, or "ended" transmitting the "command signal." Wood also 
teaches "a first activation signal can be transmitted when the carrier signal present 
signal is present, and otherwise a second activation signal can be transmitted, with 
which first activation signal the circuit can be brought into the first communication mode 
with the aid of the activators, and with which second activation signal the circuit can be 
brought into the second communication mode with the aid of the activators" (see 
Column 8 lines 29-42 and Figure 4). The Examiner firmly submits that it is inherent and 
well known to one of ordinary skill in the art for transponder 1 6 to internally within the 
circuit "transmit a first activation signal when the carrier signal present signal is present, 
and otherwise transmit a second activation signal" when internally within the circuit of 
transponder 16 there is switching between active and passive modes. It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Wood so that after the occurrence of the command-end signal at a given 
measurement point in time, there are determination means to determine whether the 
carrier signal present signal is present, for the purpose of increasing the functionality 
and versatility of the interrogator 26 and transponder 16 RFID system of Wood by 
incorporating another determination/detection means for detecting the carrier signal 
present signal after a given measurement point in time. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ankur Jain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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9747. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm, EST, 
Alternate Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Yuwen Pan can be reached on 571-272-7855. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
/Ankur Jain/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
08/03/2010 
/Yuwen Pan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 



